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For many years, the extensive Plasy Monastery has been an attractive destina-
tion due to its rich history and extraordinary architecture. The originally Cister-
cian monastery was founded by Vladislav Il, then the king-to-be, in 1144. The
monastery’s rise was interrupted by the Hussite Wars in the 15th century and
the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). A new golden age thus came only at the turn
of the 17th to 18th century. In this period, the original convent was renovated in
the Baroque style and a new farm yard constructed. Baroque architects such as
Jan BlaZej Santini and Jan Baptista Mathey participated in the design.

In 1785, the monastery was dissolved due to the reforms of Emperor Jo-
seph Il. The property was purchased in the first half of the 19th century by
the powerful chancellor Metternich. The new owner then ordered to convert
the original prelature into an Empire-style ch teau. A new brewery and malt
house were added to the farmyard. The heritage site suffered greatly during
the course of the 20thcentury. Following the nationalisation, the property was
used for example for vegetable storage and state archives and it was gradu-
ally falling into disrepair.

This changed in 2009 when a large part of the monastery complex was trans-
ferred under the administration of the National Technical Museum in Prague,
which decided to turn it into the “Center for Building Heritage”. The newly
restored brewery and malt house now host the study depository, architec-
ture library, a museum exhibition focusing on building and the studio of the
recently deceased architect Jan Kaplicky. The farmyard will showcase tradi-
tional building technologies, crafts and historical construction machines. The
site is meant to attract both experts and the general public.

The association of the companies HOCHTIEF and GEMA ART GROUP have
participated in this large-scale project since the beginning of 2014. GEMA
ART GROUP participated in the preservation of the farmyard (the former sta-
bles, sheep house, fish hatchery, cart shed and grange). The heritage site
was in a state of severe disrepair - in some cases, only the peripheral walls
were still standing, there were collapsed ceiling, and the wooden structures
were severely damaged by rot. The project was very demanding in terms of
expertise and quality, considering the extent and the catastrophic state of
the historical buildings. The main goal was to preserve the farmyard while
minimising interventions into the heritage nature of the premises.
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Farmyard after reconstruction
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Interiors of the new museum - after reconstruction

Newly restored staircase Newly restored staircase
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Works on the building’s facade

Condition after comprehensive reconstruction
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Course of the works
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Romanesque window, detail of the jambs Condition after restoration
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Stone vase detail - before restoration
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Condition before the works commenced Original tablet with a chronogram - before restoration



Stone fish tanks - the course of the works

Stone fish tanks - after restoration
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Front face of the building with the wall painting - after restoration Detail of the sun dial
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Condition before reconstruction

Condition after reconstruction



Condition after reconstruction
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Condition after reconstruction
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Interiors attacked by green algae Scullery - restoration survey
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Course of the works

Interiors after reconstruction

Original oven and a Gothic window Gothic window and interior after reconstruction
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Original wooden balustrade before restoration

lillll

m" i

Replicas of the historical windows before installation New fence in the farmyard



Condition of one of the rafters after reconstruction
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Door after restoration The wooden shed after reconstruction



